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Author ordered to pay damages to wife of Bookseller
of Kabul

Norwegian court rules Asne Seierstad's book breached privacy of
the Bookseller's real-life spouse

Michelle Pauli

Tue 27 Jul 2010 10.43 BST

A court in Norway has ordered Asne Seierstad, author of the Afghanistan-set
bestseller The Bookseller of Kabul, and her publisher, Cappelen Damm, to pay
250,000 kroner (£26,276) in damages to a woman portrayed in the book.

Oslo district court ruled that the Norwegian author and journalist, whose book was
based on the three months she spent living with a bookseller and his family, had
breached the privacy of Suraia Rais, wife of bookseller Shah Muhammad Rais, and
included inaccurate information in her account.

"The information [in the book] about Rais's thoughts and feelings is sensitive," the
Oslo district court ruled, according to a report in the Dagbladet newspaper. "They are
attributed to her as true, and neither Seierstad nor Cappelen Damm can be
considered to have acted in good faith to ensure they were correct and accurate."
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Seierstad's lawyer said he would be strongly encouraging his client and her
publisher to appeal against the fine.

The book was an international bestseller when it was published in 2003, and its
success in the UK was fuelled by it being included in the Richard and Judy TV
bookclub. However, Mr Rais - the bookseller of the title - has always disputed its
contents, which portray him as a tyrannical head of the household. He claimed that
the book was distorted, revealed family secrets and put his family in danger, to the
extent that his two wives both fled the country to live in exile in Canada and
Norway.

In 2007, Mr Rais wrote his own account of his life, Once Upon a Time There was a
Bookseller in Kabul. Last year he signed a deal with Indian distributor Motilal Books
to sell his books into the UK.

As 2022 begins, and you're joining us from Norway, there’s a new year resolution
we’d like you to consider. Tens of millions have placed their trust in the Guardian’s
fearless journalism since we started publishing 200 years ago, turning to us in
moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. We’d like to invite you to join
more than 1.5 million supporters, from 180 countries, who now power us
financially - keeping us open to all, and fiercely independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no shareholders and no billionaire owner.
Just the determination and passion to deliver high-impact global reporting, always
free from commercial or political influence. Reporting like this is vital for
democracy, for fairness and to demand better from the powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone to read. We do this because we
believe in information equality. Greater numbers of people can keep track of the
global events shaping our world, understand their impact on people and
communities, and become inspired to take meaningful action. Millions can benefit
from open access to quality, truthful news, regardless of their ability to pay for it.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or
small, powers our journalism and sustains our future. Support the Guardian from
as little as €1 - it only takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us
with a regular amount each month. Thank you.
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